praise of God and the Prophet, whose Ascension is duly
celebrated, and whose first four successors, Ebu-Bekr, cOmer,
cOsman, and GAli l are severally eulogized. This is followed
by 'The Reason of the Writing.' Here the poet calls on his
soul to awake, remembering that time when it shall go forth
naked from the body and when it will find what it has
wrought. He then speaks of his father Sheykh Aq-Shems-
ud-Dm, whom he remembers as a frail old man, and who,
he says, used to look on him, his little child, with pity,
and used to say that, were it not for this son of his, he
would gladly go from the sorrows of the world, but that
he feared lest the cruelty of his brethren should make this
poor orphan weep even as did Joseph. These fears were
realized, for when his father was dead, Hamdi continues, his
brethren did as had been foretold; the old man departed,
but he himself remained in sorrow, a helpless orphan whose
heart was pierced by many wrongs. Joseph indeed found
an end to his woes, but he has never found any end to his;
Joseph's brethren acted with cruelty and jealousy, his own
have behaved yet worse. Still in thinking upon Joseph he
found comfort; and as he has suffered from the same wrongs
as Joseph, his suffering has taught him the truth of Joseph's
story. He then looked about him and saw that this story
had never yet been told in Turkish. 2 And yet the story
of Joseph is, like the beauty of Joseph, the fairest in existence,

former popularity is attested by the number of MSS. to be found and the
great beauty of many of these. The British Museum possesses three (Or. 2172:
Add. 19,364: Or. 1171). In my collection there are two, one of which is
embellished with miniatures 5 and I have been offered several others.

1  These   four   theocratic  rulers  are  called  cthe  Just  Khalifas'  (Khulefa'-yi
Rashidin) and are regarded as semi-sacred personages; their reigns constitute
what has been well described as cthe Apostolic Age' of Islam.

2  It may he remembeied that one of the earliest Turkish books in existence
deals with the story of Joseph and Zelfkha (see vol. i, p. 72); but of course
Hamdi would know nothing of this ancient Central Asian poem.